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Dutton Elementary named
2021 National Blue Ribbon School

National award recognizes outstanding schools

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – Dutton Elementary School has been recognized as a 2021 National Blue Ribbon
School by the U.S. Department of Education for being an Exemplary High Performing School.

“Caledonia Community Schools is so proud of all our faculty and staff who work so hard to make an excellent
learning environment for our students,” said Dr. Dedrick Martin, superintendent of Caledonia Community
Schools. “Dutton Elementary is a great example of a school that prepares students to make a positive
difference in the community by empowering all students to achieve their best and cultivate agile learners.”

Dutton Elementary has been recognized in the past for its staff’s tireless work in supporting every student.
Dutton earned the title “Reward School 2018-2019" for earning all A’s or Significantly Above Average in all
categories rated by the state of Michigan.  Michigan nominated Dutton Elementary for the National Blue
Ribbon Award and recognized the school for creating an environment that encourages feedback among staff,
parent involvement, and support from the Caledonia Community Schools administration.

Dutton Elementary Principal Shawn Veitch and staff regularly partner with a local church and several
businesses. Staff members volunteer with students at a weekly summer reading program in a neighborhood
mobile home community and connect students with Kids’ Hope mentors and hand-to-hand weekly food
distribution.

“Our Dutton Elementary school teachers and staff go above and beyond to ensure our students have the
support they need to succeed in school,” Veitch said. “On behalf of our school, I’d like to congratulate everyone
involved in making Dutton Elementary a great place to learn.”

The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program recognizes outstanding public and non-public schools, celebrating
school excellence, turnaround stories, and closing student achievement gaps. The U.S. Secretary of Education
Miguel Cardona recognized 325 schools as National Blue Ribbon Schools for 2021.
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